


Governor Greg Abbott

Executive Orders Opening Texas
April 17, 2020 

Permissible Essential Services 

and 

Daily Activities

Reopened ServicesRestricted Activities Under 

Presidential

And

CDC Guidelines

Å Minimize social gatherings and 

in-person contact with people 

not in same household except 

where necessary.

Å Practice good hygiene, 

environmental cleanliness, 

sanitation, social distancing and 

work from home if possible.

Å Avoid eating and drinking at 

bars, restaurants except by use 

of drive-thru, pickup or delivery 

options.

Å Avoid gyms, massage 

establishments, tattoo studios, 

piercing studios or cosmetology 

salons.

Å Everything listed in the U.S. 

DHS Guidance on Essential 

Critical Infrastructure 

Workforce, Version 2.0, plus 

religious services in churches, 

congregations and houses of 

worship.

Å Visiting grocery stores or gas 

stations.

Å Visiting parks, hunting, fishing 

or outside activities like 

jogging or bicycling 

practicing social distancing 

and minimized in-person 

contact with people who are 

not in same household.

Å April 20th: State Parks

Å April 22nd: restrictions on 

certain surgeries, such as 

certain diagnostic surgeries, 

are loosened.

Å April 24th: Retail services 

provided through pickup, 

delivery by mail or delivery 

to the customerõs doorstep 

in accordance with terms 

established by Texas 

Department of State Health 

Services.



To Begin to Phased Reopening We Start Here



Phase 
Two

The White Houseõs

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN
Texas Governor Greg Abbottõs

Reopening Texas

Phase 

One

INDIVIDUALS

EMPLOYERS

Governorõs Potential 

Announcement on Further 

Reopening Scheduled for April 

27th

Å All Vulnerable Individuals continue to 

shelter in place.

Å Practice social distancing in public.

Å Avoid groups greater than 10 people.

Å Minimize non-essential travel.

Å Encourage telework where possible.

Å If possible, return to work in phases.

Å Minimize non-essential travel.

Å Special accommodations for vulnerable 

populations.

Å Schools/organized youth activities closed 

should remain closed.

Å Large venues operate under strict physical 

distancing protocols.

Å Gyms can open adhering to strict physical 

distancing and sanitation protocols.

Å Bars should remain closed.

* On April 17, 2020 Governor Abbott closed 

schools statewide for the remainder of 2019-

2020 school year.



Phase 
Two

The White Houseõs

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Texas Governor Greg Abbottõs

Reopening Texas

Phase 

Two

INDIVIDUALS

EMPLOYERS

Timing Not Yet Announced

Å All Vulnerable Individuals continue to 

shelter in place.

Å Practice social distancing in public.

Å Avoid groups greater than 50 people.

Å Non-essential travel can resume.

Å Encourage telework where possible.

Å Non-essential travel can resume.

Å Special accommodations for vulnerable 

populations.

Å Schools/organized youth activities can 

reopen.

Å Large venues operate under moderate 

physical distancing protocols.

Å Gyms can remainopen adhering to strict 

physical distancing and sanitation 

protocols.

Å Bars may operate with diminished 

standing-room occupancy.



Phase 
Two

The White Houseõs

OPENING UP AMERICA AGAIN

Texas Governor Greg Abbottõs

Reopening Texas

Phase 

Three

INDIVIDUALS

EMPLOYERS

Timing Not Yet Announced

Å Vulnerable Individuals resume public 

interactions.

Å Low-risk populations should consider 

minimizing time spent in crowded 

environments.

Å Resume unrestricted activities at worksites.

Å Large venues can operate under limited 

physical distancing protocols.

Å Gyms can remain open if they adhere to 

standard sanitation protocols.

Å Bars may operate with increased standing 

room occupancy.








